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Il catalogo “globale”
del mondo 
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Google ?
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[…] When I was young, there was an amazing publication 
called The Whole Earth Catalog, which was one of the bibles 
of my generation. It was created by a fellow named Stewart 
Brand not far from here in Menlo Park, and he brought it to 
life with his poetic touch. This was in the late 1960s, before 
personal computers and desktop publishing, so it was all 
made with typewriters, scissors and Polaroid cameras. It was 
sort of like Google in paperback form, 35 years before Google 
came along: It was idealistic, and overflowing with neat tools 
and great notions.[…]
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https://www.newyorker.com/news/letter-from-silicon-valley/the-complicated-legacy-of-stewart-brands-
whole-earth-catalog
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Il Whole Earth Catalog funzionava da mezzo di 
conoscenza e come mezzo di valutazione sull'oggetto che 
si cercava (i commenti agli oggetti erano parte del lavoro 
editoriale Brand e dei suoi collaboratori). 

L'utente viene guidato a capire il valore di cosa sta 
cercando e come cercarlo. 

Un articolo era elencato nel catalogo se ritenuto: 

1.utile come strumento 
2.attinente ad un'educazione indipendente 
3.di alta qualità o costo minimo 
4.non già largamente diffuso
5.facilmente disponibile per posta 

Esercizio: confrontiamo con Google

Adattato da: 
Wikipedia Italia
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http://www.wholeearth.com/index.php
(Pubblicato fino a quattro volte l'anno fino al 1971)



Pubblicato fino a quattro volte l'anno 
fino al 1971.

Nel 1972 Brand vinse il National Book 
Award con la pubblicazione intitolata 
The Last Whole Earth Catalog, che 

voleva essere l'ultima uscita del 
catalogo. 

Wikipedia Italia
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National Book Award
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(1974–1985)



Whole Earth Review e World Earth Software Catalog



STEWART BRAND: Computers and their programs 
are "embodiments of mind" (Warren McCulloch). 
Valuing thouglit, we value machines that mimic, 
enhance, accelerate thought. (We mistrust 
acceleration, with excellent reason).  
Something interesting and consequential is going on. 
The human frame of reference is ashift. 
Computers and their programs are tools. They 
empower. They estrange. Their power was first 
generated and employed by institutions, originally in 
the various conceptual theaters of World War II 

http://www.wholeearth.com/issue/1230/article/283/
introduction.to.whole.earth.software.catalog

World Earth Software Catalog



Hence this book. 
The impossible (and unachieved) task of the Whoie 
Earth Software Catalog is to identify and comparatively 
describe all of the best personal computer products - 
especially software, where the most confusion reigns. 
Part of the impossibility is that those who know a 
program well don't have sufficient comparative 
experience; at the same time, the professional wide 
comparers don't have the deeper use experience. The 
only relief from the paradox is sustained discussion, 
gossip, and argument among the enraptured deeps 
and the cynical wides, and that's all this book is. It 
came to greater convergence of opinion than we 
expected. 



Personal computers are skill machines. We took that as 
the organizing principle of the research and the book. 
Playing, Writing, Analyzing, Organizing, Accounting, 
Managing, Drawing, Telecommunicating, Learning, and 
that profoundest of skills, Et Cetera. For each, Barbara 
Robertson found and directed a Domain Editor to be 
responsible for all that appeared and failed to appear in 
that section, and to collaborate fully with the other 
Domain Editors. Thanks to talent and luck, it worked 
pretty well. One reader (you), one computer 
marketplace, one book - not an anthology. 

[…]



In our software library are some 1,900 programs. We recommend 
362 in the book. In our offices 25 assorted computers work for our 
living. We made the book with them.  
The first question to ask any computer book is, "How out of date is 
it?" Publishing is much slower than the buzzing, blooming computer 
business, where last week's scoop is this week's shrug. Of course, 
we focus on the best, not the newest, and Doubleday did the printing 
in a breakneck six weeks - but how out of date? Mid-June, 1984, 
research congealed permanently toward ink.



 23
https://www.well.com/about-2/

The Whole Earth Lectronic Link (WELL)
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Esercizio: confrontiamo con Facebook
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“Stewart and his team put out several issues of The 
Whole Earth Catalog, and then when it had run its 
course, they put out a final issue. It was the 
mid-1970s, and I was your age. 

On the back cover of their final issue was a 
photograph of an early morning country road, the kind 
you might find yourself hitchhiking on if you were so 
adventurous. Beneath it were the words: “Stay Hungry. 
Stay Foolish.” It was their farewell message as they 
signed off. Stay Hungry. Stay Foolish. And I have 
always wished that for myself. And now, as you 
graduate to begin anew, I wish that for you.

Stay Hungry. Stay Foolish.”
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grazie

antonio.vetro@polito.it


